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1. Who? Wer? Qui est ce? ¿Quién?
—

Beat Suter
Today:// Lecturer for Game Design in Zurich, Switzerland
—
Path:// ph. D. in German Literature/ Hyperfiction (1999)
Path:// Publisher of books on Internet (1990s)
Path:// Publisher of Electronic Literature (2000s)
Path:// Media Art Collective AND-OR (since 2001)
Path:// Game Design Lecturer (since 2004)
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Bilder an Textkante ausrichten oder formatfuellend einsetzen
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As a parenthesis my first and my latest publication on Electronic 
Literature:
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2. What? Was? Quoi? ¿Qué?
—

edition cyberfiction
Series on Hyperfiction in German started 2000
—
edition 1: Susanne Berkenheger; Hilfe! (2000)
edition 2: Johannes Auer and Reinhard Döhl; kill the poem! (2000)
edition 3: Oliver Gassner; textratouren (2003)
edition 4: Frank Klötgen; Spätwinterhitze (2004, Voland&Quist)
—
edition more: Beat Suter; Hyperfiktion (2000)
edition more: Johannes Auer; $wurm=($apfel>0)? 1:0; (2004)
—
databases on netliterature (1996/2000)
...

Publishing Electronic Literature 8
—

—

Freitag, 13. Mai 2011



Before.
—
Hyperfiction Reading. 1999: Book and CD-ROM::
with 13 essays and a collection of 24 works by 11 authors
published with Stroemfeld Publishers, Frankfurt a.M.
printed 3000 copies; sold out by 2002 and not reprinted again
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Before.
—
CD-ROM with collection of 11 selected authors (1999):
—
Johannes Auer
Martin Auer
Peter Berlich 
Susanne Berkenheger
Reinhard Döhl
Oliver Gassner
Heiko Idensen
Martina Kieninger
Claudia Klinger
Frank Klötgen
Dirk Schröder
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Start.1
—
CD-ROM with booklet cover
—
Susanne Berkenheger
2000
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Start.2
—
CD-ROM with booklet cover
—
Johannes Auer
Reinhard Döhl
2000
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edition.3
—
CD-ROM in case
—
Oliver Gassner
2003
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edition.4
—
CD-ROM in Multimedia case
—
Frank Klötgen
(cooperation with
Voland & Quist)
2004
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more.x
—
Book and Festival
—
Johannes Auer
2004
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Bottom Line
—
A transitional product like the CD-ROM-booklet was not commercially 
viable. 
—
Literary communities didn‘t want to know anything about electronic 
literature. Next to no reviews outside of the scene.
—
Bookstores did not know where to put it. The traditional distribution 
chain stalled it. There were very few sales.
—
There was a minor success in selling the edition online. In the end 
there were less than 1000 copies sold per cd-booklet.
—
#4 was the most successful. It was mostly sold by the author who 
toured the country as a slam poet. It also had reviews in game columns 
of online magazines.
—
No institution or foundation was ready to grant or sponsor the project.
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Consequence
—
Abandon commercial enterprise for publishing electronic literature 
completely. 
—
Adapt new maxim: create an information hub for everyone interested
—
Create an opportunity for authors to store and archive their works. 
Give them the opportunity to have their works freely accessible without 
any costs. 
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3. Where? Wo? C‘est où? ¿Dónde?
—

netzliteratur.net
archive of essays and selected electronic literature
—
Johannes Auer, Stuttgart, Germany
Christiane Heibach, Karlsruhe, Germany
Beat Suter, Zurich, Switzerland
—
founded 2002
as a free online archive for netliterature
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2. Where? Wo? Où?
—

netzliteratur.net
archive of essays and selected electronic literature
—
Johannes Auer, Stuttgart, Germany
Christiane Heibach, Karlsruhe, Germany
Beat Suter, Zurich, Switzerland
—
founded 2002
...
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2. Where? Wo? Où?
—

netzliteratur.net
archive of essays and selected electronic literature
—
Johannes Auer, Stuttgart, Germany
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2. Where? Wo? Où?
—
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2. Where? Wo? Où?
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netzliteratur.net
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Johannes Auer, Stuttgart, Germany
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—
founded 2002
...

netzliteratur.net 23
—

—

historical context

Freitag, 13. Mai 2011



netzliteratur.net 24
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netzliteratur.net 25
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stats
—
400 visitors per day / 800 visitors including subdomains
1500 inquiries p. day / 3000 inquiries incl. subdomains
—
11‘000 visitors p. month / 22‘000 visitors total
46‘000 inquiries p. month / 92‘000 inquiries total
—
42‘000 downloads p. month / 84‘000 downloads total
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4. Why? Warum? Pourquoi? ¿Por qué?
—

archiving
documenting
promoting
mediating
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netzliteratur.net
—
long lasting and commercial free archiving
no-cost service for community
stable linking
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founded 2002
—
as an answer to increased monetarization of online magazines with cultural 
content
—
reaction on dichtung digital; roberto simanowski introduced a 
subscription fee for his magazine on electronic literature (which later 
was dropped again and replaced with sponsoring (and ads)
—
convinced that only a free online archive for netliterature serves the 
community and establishes context with universities and the public
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archiving
—
archiving of important works of electronic literature
archiving of discourse on electronic literature; that is archiving of 
important essays on works and important events and broadcasts
—
service for authors that have trouble maintaining their websites and 
older projects
—
making works and essays easyly accessible
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documentation
—
documenting projects and their connections to theoretical texts, 
documenting a range of access to electronic literature via secondary 
texts
—
service for the community that looks for information on electonic 
literature, its authors and its themes. 
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promotion
—
service for people that are not familiar with the subject, easy access 
for everyone interested
—
promotion of authors: done by providing web space with an own 
subdomain (berkenheger.netzliteratur.net); the participating authors and 
theory writers have full access to all their data.
—
netzliteratur.net is well connected and commercial free; technical support 
is availabe from johannes auer

netzliteratur.net 31
—

—

Freitag, 13. Mai 2011



mediation
—
creation of an information hub for netliterature; intended as a public 
service for everyone; cultural mediation
—
serves educational purposes; is used mostly by the academic 
community since it is the only larger portal for netliterature in german 
language area (used in classrooms and in research)
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+ intention of openness
—
netzliteratur.net is open towards netart, media art and other kind of 
creative digital art
—
it features a historic partner website with stuttgarter-schule.de and 
therefore has a firm foundation in the context of avantgarde art,  
literature and theory; it promotes experimental use of art and literature; 
and contextual theory 
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What can we do?
—
expanding free online archives like netzliteratur.net
—
linking them with similar sites in other languages and setting up a 
network of online archives with an english portal as gateway (elmcip is 
on a good track)
—
establishing electronic literature collections in french, german, 
spanish, finnish, ...
—
find funding for translation of important works into english
—
assign scholars to write a history of their language‘s electronic 
literature community (or translate already existing essays)
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Kiitos
—
thank you, danke, merci, gracias
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